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“Thanks to their inherent high build quality 
Flexis are straightforward to maintain and 
our distributors are able to make healthy 
margins on used Flexis that they put back 
into the market on contract hire with 
maintenance packages.” 

Such is the demand for used Flexis – both 
from users and within the ‘trade’ – that the  
re-sale value of a 5 year old FLEXI truck in 
the European market is often over twice that 
of, say, US or French-built alternatives. 

“Typically a used and refurbished Flexi will 
be sold for in the region of 65% of its price 
when new,” says John Maguire, who likens 
the Flexi brand’s high re-sale value to that of 
classic sports cars - which are worth almost as 
much restored as they are when new.

End of first life value

Maguire believes that – like their 
counterparts in the automotive sector – those 
forklift truck dealers that cannot generate 
enough margin on used equipment resales 
to pay off the guaranteed RV in customer 
contract hire agreements will struggle in the 
current climate.

“We have sold over 4000 Flexi trucks 
through independent distributors worldwide 
and, in part, our continued success is due to 
the fact that our distributor partners realise 
that they can rely on the Flexi to achieve a 
good market value at the end of it’s first life,” 
concludes Maguire.

Another company mindful of  giving its 
customers value for money is Korean forklift 

manufacturer Doosan, who have introduced 
6 new IC engine models to its GX economy 
range. 

Doosan is the only major manufacturer to 
market two ranges of trucks under a single 
brand, the higher specification Pro-5 Series 
and the entry-level GX Range. The dual 
range approach has contributed to Doosan’s 
best ever year in the UK and a growing 
market share across the globe.

The latest models take the total number of 
trucks in the GX range to ten. Doosan UK’s 
general manager Tim Waples believes the 
1.5, 1.8 and 2.0 capacity LPG and diesel 
trucks arrive at the best possible time for the 
company. 

“In the midst of an economic downturn, we 
know that businesses are keen to keep costs 
down as they invest to grow and survive,” 
says Waples. “As such, the GX Series is very 
popular with users that perhaps don’t have as 
intensive an operation as some of our Pro-5 
fleet customers, but still need reliability and 
performance from a proven machine. We feel 
that extending the range now makes perfect 

sense.”

Doosan continues to invest in projects across 
a spectrum of business sectors. Recently it 
acquired the German warehouse equipment 
specialist, ATL, and is busy planning its first 
major steps into the warehouse market. The 
company has also begun a project to develop 
a new hybrid excavator, whilst earlier this 
year the heavy industries division exported 
the first Korean designed nuclear reactor. 
Confidence at Doosan remains high despite 
tough market conditions.

Record year’s trading

“Our business is based on fundamental 
principles of offering the best value for 
money in a high quality, reliable machine. 
It’s an approach that’s allowed us to grow 
rapidly, making 2008 another record year 
for Doosan, despite a declining market. It’s 
therefore gratifying to be able to introduce 
these models from a position of confidence 
and strength, and further demonstrating our 
commitment to future growth,” adds Waples.

The GX Series also comes complete with the 
award-winning operator sensing system to 
ensure a safer operation. The latest models 
became available last month. 

www.doosanforklifts.co.uk
www.hyster.com
www.jungheinrich.com
www.komatsuforklift.net
www.om-mh.com
www.still.de
www.yale.com
www.mh-trade.com
www.flexi.co.uk
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