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The Norwegian port of Oslo has long 
been a focal point for the country’s 
trade, industry and population. 
Boasting a highly-agile and skilled 
logistics labour force the Port is on 
the cusp of a new era with major 
expansion and improvement. 

The port of Oslo offers a unique combination 
of location, facilities, connections and 
services. Not only is it Norway’s largest 
general cargo port and its leading container 
and passenger gateway, the port is also 
located at the centre of the capital’s industrial 
and commercial heartland.  

Most of the consumer goods and industrial 
cargoes imported across the port’s quays are 
destined for the Oslo region, which itself 
contains a third of the country’s population. 

The port of Oslo is part of the municipality 
of Oslo, and is also Norway’s largest national 
port. The port of Oslo is the largest container 
port in Norway with modern and efficient 
terminals for lo-lo traffic. 

Developing cargo facilities

Port Director Anne Sigrid Hamran explains 
why Oslo is the leading ro/ro port in Norway. 
“The nearby road and rail network connects 
the port directly to the most important 
markets, and the largest land terminal in 
Norway - Groruddalen - is just a 10 km 
journey away from the port,” says Hamran. 

Even though deep sea shipping lines do not 
sail to Oslo direct, the port is efficiently 

served by a range of feeder services as well as 
door-to-door operations. Oslo is linked to all 
the major European and Scandinavian hubs 
by reliable and well established operators.

Daily passenger links also connects Oslo to 
continental Europe. The links are maintained 
by three ferry operators. The ferries also 
transport almost half of the cargo passing 
through the port.

Facilities at the Port of Oslo are already 
among the most modern in Scandinavia, but 
the port is developing apace. Port operations 
are to be streamlined and the years ahead will 
bring major changes both to the look of the 
city and to the port itself. Freight handling, 
port calls, depot facilities and transport 
options will improve substantially  in the  
years  to come.  

“We are concentrating the cargo handling 
in Sydhavna,” says Hamran. “Today we 
have two container terminals operated by 
private operators, Oslo Container Terminal 
and Norsteve/Finnlines. In January 
2008 we opened the first phase of a new 
containerterminal at Sjursøya where all the 
lo-lo traffic will take place in the future. 

“The first phase of the new container 
terminal has a capacity of 143.000 TEU and 

an area of 60 hectares. Norsteve / Finnsteve 
is the operator of the first phase of the new 
terminal. The terminal will be operated by 
two ship to shore cranes and five straddle 
carriers in this first step. 

“Step two of the terminal will implement an 
additional 90 hectares and when completed 
the Sjursøya terminal phase two will have a 
capacity of 450.000 TEU`s a year.  We will 
invest about 1 billion EURO total for the 
new terminal at Sjursøya,” adds Hamran. 

A friendly atmosphere

Sea transport is in itself a friendly alternative 
to hundreds of heavy trucks on the road. But 
as 20% of Norway’s population lives in and 
around the capital, the port of Oslo has taken 
extra strides to ensure a environmentally- 
friendly neighbourhood. The port’s 
environmental work is certified according to 
ISO 14001 standard.  

“The port of Oslo also puts great emphasis 
on safety issues. The vessel traffic service is 
designed to promote safety and efficiency and 
to protect the environment in the Oslofjord 
and adjacent waters,” concludes Hamran.
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